COVER Wmmpeg is buzzing about potential return of NHL franchise - but there is plenty of other action
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h Manitoba capital is buzzing

with anticipation o e National

Hockey League eturning after
a15- ear bsence as attempts to eep the
Phoenix Coyotes — th forme Winni eg
Jets ~‘nth dese seem to be unravelling
further with each passin day.

Rumours an ‘a  rntshave been gain-
ing steam that the roposed sale o the team
to Chicago businessman Matthew Hulsizer is
introubleasan ~ na-based watchdog has
threatened to sue the City of Glendale ifiit fol-
lows throughon lanstosell$1 6 ~ ‘on'n
bon s to hel the deal. Th Geoldwate

“tute maintains the transfer of bond pro-
ceedst Hulsizer violates the gift clausein e
state’s constitution that:forbids giving taxpayer
moneytopriv. com ‘es.

Ifthe deal apart,i sex the-hockey
teamwill  purchased by True North Sports
& Entertainment, a company contro ed by
the Chipman amilyin mnni gand David

omson, Canada’s “chest.man. “The Jets
oming back o Winnipeg woul be huge,
ust uge, said ohn cCallum a financ
professora th .H. School ofiBusiness at the
University of Manitoba.
The location o the would sig-
" cantvot o confidence in the city, as it
woul propel Winnipe back ° to the elite
cu o municipalities "  orth America that
can supporta  jor eaguesports  chise. It
would also signify ow far the city has come
singe the t e atth end of the 1995- 6
season, he said.

twould sure say w *  a major league city.

t would say we have the spending power and
the economic base to supporta  rtat the very
highes leve that'tspay atinth world.
Professional  rtsisn’t charity, it only goes

’

where mak a ecentbuc and
onlystaysaslon asi thinksitwill eep -
* gadecent buck,” McCallum sai
“We've got an economy with one million
peopleth  cranks out abou $50billio a year
inGDP. °  the numbers work here. I think
economic base exists here.”

Major draw

The return of th  ets, or whatever the team
might be called, would instantly make
W' “peg a destination location for-people as
far west as Regina, east to Thunder ay and
south to Grand Forks and Fargo, orth Dakota.
Coupled with othe attractions, such as an
IKEA store and the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, both of which are sch ul

“The Jets coming back to
Winnipeg would be huge,
just huge”

to open in a couple of years, Winnipeg’s ture
is becoming * creasingly brigh said.

“It * beareal positiv if you can get peo-

] tocomehe for a four-day weekend for
attractions,” he said.

Dav Angus, the president an CEO of the
Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, agreed.
He said the return of the Jets —o perhaps th
Adanta Thrashers, a second team at
could be relocat befo this - wou d
be a significant randing op ortunity for
Winnipeg.

“We know what sports  chises mean to
a ‘tyinterms o internati branding
awareness an the positioning of our city °
terms 0 being a major city - hel s
to have thatrecognition when you’re trying to
do trade develo mento chamber-to-chamber
work to,identify opportunities to different areas
around the world. That’s an asset th be
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gain,’ e said.
“That’s the mag1 o
professional sports. t’
up to us to incorporate
that asset into o strat-
egy and use 't to our
advantage.”
Angus sa'd las
month’s announcemen
that a wor -c ass pol
bear exhibi will open
at the Winnipeg zoo in
2013 will be a “tourist
et.”
On top o tha th
near y finished n w
te minal buil i g
at the Richardson
International Airpo
and the recently approved
new stadium for th
Cana jan ootball
League’s Winnipeg
Blu Bombers a the
niversity 0 anitoba
campus will continue to transform  city.
‘ eo le who haven’t been here for few
years will be amazed,” he said.
Angus said e’s also o timistic that the
efforts o Yes! Winnipe , a private-sector-led
‘tiative with a two- rong  goal to attract
co orate hea offices to Winni eg an to
increase th size of curren e city,
" bear ° too.
esaid " hasalready play an" strumental
ro e wi companies tha have decided
to open or.expand * the.city “tcurrently
has 37 activeop rtunity es under develop-
men across ~  sectors. They includ trying
to convince a prominent* .S.-b retailer to
establishitsCan ‘anhea office and regional
distribution centre © Winnipegand Quebec-
companytose W' ‘peg as the site

(TOP) Winnipeg's
MTS Centre arena,
now home to the
Manitoba Moose, is
ready to welcome
the NHL. (INSET)0ld
Winni  Jets logo.
(LEFT) Construction

= is nearly complete

, - for the expansion

of eRichardson

International Airport.

Cm

e,

fo  new hospitality concept.

“We’re going to see announcements com-

ing mthem’ terms ofjob creationan the

attraction and expansion o companies locally

that will continue over the next few years. ve

neve seenso uch momentum™ my 1 years
atthec  ber rel to economic deve op-

en ”hesai .

e good vibrations throughout the city are
totric e down to Winnipeg’s hous-

‘ng marke too. ts ould remain strong for
20 an the oreseeable ture, rimarily
due to the city’s vacancy rate o 0.8 per cent,
whic ‘s amon the owest 'n e country,
acco 'ng to Wes Schollenberg, a principal
Pleas see mmigrants e 30
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chiseis m $350,000 $450,000, includ-
ing an initial franchise fee of $30,000. There
is also a 5 per cent royalty feeand 3 pe cent
advertising fee. ¢

Franchisee Michelle Kendall: first-year sales 20 per cent over projections.

odr

re.

franchise is a rare business opportunity.

roviding in-home senior care combines
with both the financial and feel-good
edicated o caring or others.

Comprehensive training

Tumkey business systems

Business coaching

Full support

Marketing rograms

o healthcare degree requ” ed

0 learn more,
all Wayne Maillet at 604-941-4361 or
mail: waynemaillet@comfortkee rs.ca

2
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ORTKEEPERS.CA

ed and operated offices worldwide. ©2010 CK Franchising Inc.

IMMIGRANTS from B29

with Avison Young and manager director of
its W “peg office.

“You just can’t rent in Winnipeg,’ e said.
“If you sold your house and we an em ty
nester and wanted an n youcan'tfind
one. Even if you were going to spend $1 00

r onth, it would be very difficult to
on " hesaid.

The average house in Winnipeg is

100-square- oo three-bedroom bungalow
that sells for about $240,000. Schollenberg said
them et sebetween8percentan O per
cent in 2010 and it’s ex to do about the
same this year.

He said the strength of th market can be
partly attributed toth 5,000 immigrants who
cometo anitoba every year with about h
of them settling in Winni  g. Not only do they

ut pressure on the apartment and housing
stock, but they also help out in related areas
by spurring the sales 0 ap liances furniture
ecks and food.

“The big home centres are very busy. There
is a significant amount of cocooning going
on. eop e are doing more renovating [to their
homes] than ever before, h said.

Tight et

emand or ndustrial space is on the rise
Winnipeg as nearly all of the current stock,
most 0 which was built in the 1970s, has ow
ceilings and isn’t very energy efficient, ‘s virtu-
all all leased up, according to Avison Young.
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Winnipeg, M.B.
Population 720,000
Average house price $240,000
Apartment vacancy rate er cent
Office vacancy rate 9 per cent
Schollenberg said 1nnipeg’s retail vacancy

e is at its lowest point in 5 years while the
office acancy te remains stable at around 9

rcent.

McCallum believes W' “peg will perform
s "ghtly better than the Canadian economy
terms of gross domesticp uctan job cre-
ation in 201 thanks, * pan, to many ocal
businesses that have carved out nich markets
selling into the U.S.

“We’re not going to lead the country but
think Winnipeg will put up some pretty solid
numbers,” Schollenberg said.®

STIin

Join thousands of real estate investors and professionals
who read the Western Investor’s market overviews, news,
and features to help them guide their investment dollars
into profitable properties and businesses. Plus, you'll find
all kinds of oppo unities for sale - all in one place
- from across Western Canada.

INVESTOR

792 HIGHPOINTE
BEST VIEWS IN TOWN
Build your dream home. 17,000 sq ft buildi
envelope (1.96 acres). Unsurpassed, unimpec
300 degree lake and city views. Services to
line. No other lot like it!
Available: $1,387,000 MLS®

RUTLAND PLAZA - 1,208 +/- Office spz
for lease on 2nd floor, Tastefully finished and
laid out. Ready to occupy with 3 good size offic
storage rooms, reception area, large foyer a
washroom. Ample customer and staff parki
available. Signage available. Zoned C7
Asking: $11.00 psf plus CAM MLS®

“CENTRALLY LOCATED”
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