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During your dental exam, your den-
tist will inspect all the soft tissues in

more detailed examination of certain
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the dentist needs to evaluate the find-
ings to determine your diagnosis.

four to ten times.
Maintaining good daily oral hygiene,

The market ap lauded years later, and the build- If your dentist identifies a suspicious having your teeth clean profession-
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tist may do the biopsy or may refer you
to another dental or medical profes-
sional to have this done. The decision
about any required treatment is most
often based on the biopsy result.
While the incidence of oral cancers
in Canada may be low relative to breast
and prostate cancers, the effects of oral
cancerson atient quality of life can be
devastating. There is no single cause of
oral cancer. It results from a variety of

examination by a dentist at least once
per year and report any lingering sores
or tenderness in your mouth or sur-
rounding areas to your dentist or phy-
sician as soon as possible.

Your dentist is your ‘doctor of the
mouth’, and an integral part of your
preventive health care team.

if you have any questions about your
personal risk for oral cancer, speak to
your dentist or physician.

Sources: 1) Canadian Cancer Statistics2007; 2)Ep emiology and Prevention of Oral Cancer, Oral Oncology 1997; 3) BC Cancer Agency
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For more information talk to your dentist or visit www.bccancer.bc.ca or Columbia

www.bcdental.org. T
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Scotia Bank eadquarters in Toronto.
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