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Masters is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year.

It was opened in the fall of 1976 by Peter Ohler Sr., who had moved
here from Vancouver, where he had been a successful dealer for a
decade, with a sense of adventure and to test the art appreciation waters
in Calgary.

He brought with him 12 Group of Seven sketches: a Lawren Harris
Algoma painting sold right away and he was in business.

It was a tiny shop across the alley from Masters' present location along
4th Street S.W., and it was there that Rod and Lois Green wandered in
looking for something to hang on the wall of their new home.

Green says he was "flabbergasted” to find such treasures in Calgary - he
thought one had to travel to Ottawa to see the like - and that they were
for sale.

He began "hanging around" the gallery, became firm friends with Ohler,
was asked to look after the shop while the owner ran an errand, and
then despite having a degree in aquatic biology and working for
Canadian Wildlife Services, joined the gallery on a fulltime basis in 1979.

By 1983, Masters was doing very well in its bigger 17th Avenue location
that allowed it to represent great local artists such as Janet Mitchell,
Marion Nicoll, H G Glyde and lllingworth Kerr, and sales had reached $6
million.

The economic crash saw all of its 10 neighbouring galleries close down.
But Masters, sticking to its reputation of dealing in quality and its
mandate to serve only Canadian artists, not only survived, but was able
to continue its growth.

In 2005, pending the demolition of its 17th Avenue building, Green
relocated to 4th Street in 5,000 square feet that houses the gallery's
collection that he has been so successful in acquiring, along with his
knowledgeable staff of 10.

Important works are difficult to find, as only a few examples by our great
artists exist. But Green is well known across the country and many are
purchased as trades from customers wanting to upgrade to better pieces.

Masters also has a fulltime buyer in England who constantly searches for
Canadian art.

Unlike many other galleries, Masters owns all of its historic paintings;
only a few of its own stable of 40 contemporary artists are on
consignment.

The building is also home to the gallery's framing shop, with its own
entrance on 22nd Avenue, where craftspeople are kept busy with all of
the shop's and customers' exacting framing needs.

Ohler retired and returned to Vancouver, but his son Peter remained in
Calgary as a partner until recently. He has now also moved to Vancouver
where he is planning to open a West Coast Masters Gallery next
summer.

* % %

Bob MacDougall, senior managing director in the Calgary office of
Cushman & Wakefield, was pleased to tell me that Chris Saunders has
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joined the firm as senior vice-president and industrial practice lead.

Saunders is former president of Inducor Real Estate Solutions and a
former partner with Colliers International. He will lead a team of seven
specialists in the sales and leasing of industrial land and buildings.

* *x %

Doug Pilip of Avison Young has completed leasing arrangements to
consolidate chartered accounting and business consulting firm MNP's
Calgary offices into the ERCB tower at 640 5th Ave. S.\W. MNP will
move into 70,000 square feet over four floors.

David Parker appears Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Read his columns
online at CalgaryHerald.com/Business. He can be reached at 403-830-
4622 or e-mail info@DavidParker.ca.
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