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Toronto-based services firm Avison Young swept 
in like an Alberta Clipper, hiring former Grubb & 
Ellis EVP Steve Dils in January. Over the year, 
Dils put together a successful recruiting push that 
brought in Phil Barry, Matt Tritschler, Brent 
Weitnauer and Chip Watson, and Avison Young 
took a big step toward solidifying its status in the 
Southeast with the acquisition of Hodges 
Management and Leasing Co. The HMLC deal 
not only added a nearly 20 million square foot 
leasing and management portfolio for Avison 
Young, but also included deal makers like Chet 
Koenig, Bruce Logue and Tommy Crowe as 
well as former Hodges' and new Avison Young 
principals Todd Blalock, Krista Reid, Chris 
Stanley and Belinda Lauderbaugh. 
  
Avison Young wasn't the only growing firm to 
establish a new beachhead in Atlanta and the 
Southeast, though. Los Angeles-based Lee & 
Associates partnered up with Bryant 
Commercial Real Estate. 
  
Lee & Associates is prominent in the Western U.S., 
but Dick Bryant, who founded Bryant Commercial 
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